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DESIGN GUIDE

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 
to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001

QUICK START

Zoom in and out
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 
that is more comfortable to you. 
Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text. 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well. 
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QUICK START (cont.)

How to change the template color theme
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of 
pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns. 

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 
for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 
before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 
same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 
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There is consistent evidence of inequities in access to 
and quality of hearing health services for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing (DHH) children, particularly those 
living in rural, remote, and culturally diverse contexts.

INTRODUCTION

RESEARCH

Children in rural and remote regions experience 
reduced quality, frequency, and timeliness of services, 
including delays in diagnosis and intervention and 
limited availability of specialized professionals (Barr et 
al., 2028; Bush et al., 2017; Kingsbury et al., 2022). 
Geographic distance to diagnostic and intervention 
centers, workforce shortages, and limited service 
infrastructure are central contributors to these 
disparities. Rurality often interacts with other factors 
such as severity of hearing loss, family resources, 
education level, number of children in the home and 
provider availability, compound barriers to access.

Socioeconomic factors play a significant role in 
shaping access to pediatric hearing health care. Lower 
socioeconomic status, poverty, caregiver education 
levels, and reliance on public or inadequate insurance 
coverage are associated with reduced access to 
diagnostic services, amplification, and ongoing 
intervention (Bush et al., 2017; Kingsbury et al., 2022). 
These structural barriers disproportionately affect 
families already facing multiple forms of disadvantage.

Cultural and linguistic diversity further influences 
service access and engagement. Barriers identified 
across studies include the cost of care, dismissive or 
stigmatizing beliefs about hearing loss, lack of 
accessible and culturally appropriate information, and 
language barriers (Furze et al., 2025; Kingsbury et al., 
2022). Families from ethnically diverse backgrounds 
may also encounter challenges related to 
clinician–caregiver communication, preferences 
regarding clinician gender, and difficulties establishing 

trust and rapport with service providers.

CONCLUSION

Facilitators to improve access include culturally 
tailored materials, greater representation within the 
hearing health workforce, availability of professional 
interpreters, and involvement of local community 
health workers or case workers (Furze et al., 2025). 
Service provider perspectives highlight the importance 
of effective communication, sensitivity to 
cultural-religious beliefs and external family 
influences, and addressing practical barriers such as 
transport, time, and service flexibility to support 
meaningful engagement in early hearing detection and 
intervention programs (Wong et al., 2025).

Overall, the findings indicate that disparities in 
pediatric hearing health care are multifactorial, arising 
from the intersection of rurality, socioeconomic 
disadvantage, and cultural and linguistic diversity. 
Addressing these inequities requires coordinated, 
creative (flexible/remote), culturally responsive, and 
system-level approaches that improve service and 
intervention availability, accessibility, affordability, 
with compassionate family-centered engagement.

CALL TO ACTION
Be Informed; 

Be Culturally Competent; 
Be engaged;

ADVOCATE!

CONTACT

Kelly J. Grillo, Phd 
Early Interventionist

St. Joseph Hearing + Speech
kjgrillo@gmail.com

Follow me on Twitter @kellygrillo 
 

Mariana Barquet
Indiana Hands & Voices
mbarquet@health.in.gov

Kelly J. Grillo, PhD & Mariana Barquet

Collaboration Matters: 
Listening Access for Diverse Children with Hearing Loss from Rural Areas
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CASE STUDIES

A. Geographic Location.
B. Language Primarily Spoken in the home.

C. Primary Care Giver.
D. Factors that may lead to barriers in care.

E. Discussion

LEARN MORE

Rural Living:  
Tips for Raising a  Deaf/Hard of Hearing Child in a Rural Community.
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